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“Prescient . . . a landmark work of investigative
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Between 1999 and 2017, an estimated 250,000 Americans
died from overdoses involving prescription painkillers, a
plague ignited by Purdue Pharma’s aggressive marketing of
OxyContin. Families, working class and wealthy, have been
torn apart, businesses destroyed, and public officials pushed
to the brink.
In Pain Killer, Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times
reporter Barry Meier exposes the roots of the most pressing health epidemic of the twenty-first
century. Powerful narcotic painkillers, or opioids, were once used as drugs of last resort for pain
sufferers. Purdue turned OxyContin into a billion-dollar blockbuster by launching an unprecedented
marketing campaign claiming that the drug’s long-acting formulation made it safer to use than
traditional painkillers for many types of pain. That illusion was quickly shattered as drug abusers
learned that crushing an Oxy could release its narcotic payload all at once. Even in its prescribed
form, Oxy proved fiercely addictive. As OxyContin’s use and abuse grew, Purdue concealed what it
knew from regulators, doctors, and patients.
Here are the people who profited from the crisis and those who paid the price, those who plotted in
boardrooms and those who tried to sound alarm bells. A country doctor in rural Virginia, Art Van
Zee, took on Purdue and warned officials about OxyContin abuse. An ebullient high school
cheerleader, Lindsey Myers, was reduced to stealing from her parents to feed her escalating Oxy
habit. A hard-charging DEA official, Laura Nagel, tried to hold Purdue executives to account. The
drugmaker’s owners, Raymond and Mortimer Sackler, whose names adorn museums worldwide,
made enormous fortunes from the commercial success of OxyContin.
In this updated edition of Pain Killer, Barry Meier breaks new ground in his decades-long
investigation into the opioid epidemic. He takes readers inside Purdue to show how long the
company withheld information about the abuse of OxyContin and gives a shocking account of the
Justice Department’s failure to alter the trajectory of the opioid epidemic and protect thousands of
lives. Equal parts crime thriller, medical detective story, and business exposé, Pain Killer is a hardPDF File: Pain Killer
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hitting look at how a supposed wonder drug became the gateway drug to a national tragedy.
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you looking for pain killer PDF?. If you are areader who likes to download pain killer Pdf to any kind
of device,whether its your laptop, Kindle or iPhone, there are more options now than ever before.
Perhaps because of the growing popularity of Kindle, or competitors like The Nook, or maybe just
because people want choices, it is now possible to get pain killer Pdf and any kind of Ebook you want
downloaded to almost any kind of device!
Traditionalists may ask, what is so great about downloading pain killer Pdf? You may think better
just to read pain killer Pdf the old fashioned way you know, as in paperbacks or hardcovers? The
answer is that, while print books are great and will never become obsolete, there are definite
advantages to the electronic format. Let uslook at a few of these benefits.
For one thing, it is environmentally friendlier to read pain killer electronically, as you are saving all
that paper. A related benefit is cost. It is much cheaper toread books that you download than to buy
them. If you read lots of books, it can be quite expensiveto buy them. Finally, pain killer Pdf in
electronic format take uphardly any space. If you travel a lot, you can easily download pain killer Pdf
to read on the plane or the commuter train, whereas print books are heavy and bulky.
Follow this link to read online and download pain killer Pdf from our online library.
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