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A brilliant recasting of the turning points in world
history, including the one we're living through, as a
collision between old power hierarchies and new social
networks.
“Captivating and compelling.” —The New York Times
"Niall Ferguson has again written a brilliant book...In
400 pages you will have restocked your mind. Do
it." —The Wall Street Journal
“The Square and the Tower, in addition to being
provocative history, may prove to be a bellwether work
of the Internet Age.” —Christian Science Monitor
Most history is hierarchical: it's about emperors, presidents,
prime ministers and field marshals. It's about states, armies and corporations. It's about orders from
on high. Even history "from below" is often about trade unions and workers' parties. But what if
that's simply because hierarchical institutions create the archives that historians rely on? What if we
are missing the informal, less well documented social networks that are the true sources of power
and drivers of change?
The 21st century has been hailed as the Age of Networks. However, in The Square and the Tower,
Niall Ferguson argues that networks have always been with us, from the structure of the brain to the
food chain, from the family tree to freemasonry. Throughout history, hierarchies housed in high
towers have claimed to rule, but often real power has resided in the networks in the town square
below. For it is networks that tend to innovate. And it is through networks that revolutionary ideas
can contagiously spread. Just because conspiracy theorists like to fantasize about such networks
doesn't mean they are not real.
From the cults of ancient Rome to the dynasties of the Renaissance, from the founding fathers to
Facebook, The Square and the Tower tells the story of the rise, fall and rise of networks, and shows
how network theory--concepts such as clustering, degrees of separation, weak ties, contagions and
phase transitions--can transform our understanding of both the past and the present.
Just as The Ascent of Money put Wall Street into historical perspective, so The Square and the
Tower does the same for Silicon Valley. And it offers a bold prediction about which hierarchies will
withstand this latest wave of network disruption--and which will be toppled.
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PDF/ePub/Mobi/Mp3/Txt, Are you looking for the square and the tower PDF?. If you are areader
who likes to download the square and the tower Pdf to any kind of device,whether its your laptop,
Kindle or iPhone, there are more options now than ever before. Perhaps because of the growing
popularity of Kindle, or competitors like The Nook, or maybe just because people want choices, it is
now possible to get the square and the tower Pdf and any kind of Ebook you want downloaded to
almost any kind of device!
Traditionalists may ask, what is so great about downloading the square and the tower Pdf? You may
think better just to read the square and the tower Pdf the old fashioned way you know, as in
paperbacks or hardcovers? The answer is that, while print books are great and will never become
obsolete, there are definite advantages to the electronic format. Let uslook at a few of these
benefits.
For one thing, it is environmentally friendlier to read the square and the tower electronically, as you
are saving all that paper. A related benefit is cost. It is much cheaper toread books that you
download than to buy them. If you read lots of books, it can be quite expensiveto buy them. Finally,
the square and the tower Pdf in electronic format take uphardly any space. If you travel a lot, you
can easily download the square and the tower Pdf to read on the plane or the commuter train,
whereas print books are heavy and bulky.
Follow this link to read online and download the square and the tower Pdf from our online library.
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